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President’s Report 

I hope to find you all well and relaxed. Our way of life 
is slowly returning to some sort of normality. The 
new normality might be slightly different to what we 
were used to. But as Homo sapiens we are very 
adaptive to the new circumstances we find ourselves 
in. It is somewhat frustrating that we haven’t got any 
solid commitment from authorities to progress with 
our rebuilding program. Due to the considerable 
efforts of some members we are in an excellent 
position that we could proceed tomorrow if we 
would have a piece of dirt to call our own.  

The survey created & conducted by Nick S with a 
good response from the members gives us a very 
good understanding of the mood and requirements 
to prepare and plan our future. This is important to 
find the need and expectation of our members to 
establish a consensus platform to plan our recovery.  

Nick’s other occupation as a Grants Officer in our 
committee has overshot the expectation by a mile. 
The effort, diligence and success in his pursuit of 
grants put us in an excellent financial position to 
move forward with confidence to rebuild. (Sounds 
like a politician already). But Nick is not done yet he 
still has some hot irons in the fire. From all of us, we 
wish you happy hunting and thank you very much. 
The last grant notification was from the News Corp 
FRRR which was received on a Tuesday around noon. 
On the same day in the afternoon I received a 
request for a photo shoot at Mogo on Wednesday 
with other Guild members to be published on 
Thursday. Five members volunteered for the shoot 
which lasted nearly two hours and consisted of over 
one hundred photos. The same afternoon I had an 
interview over the phone on the subject. Thursday 
came and I bought a Telegraph and quickly went 
through it without success. The next attempt was 
more considered but it required a very thorough  

 

third effort to find the picture of 
myself only about 3cm high and 
an article of 20 words. But who 
is complaining - the grant is very 
generous and I thank the 
Telegraph for their help to 
rebuild. The photographer sent 
some other photos of the shoot 
which will appear somewhere else in the newsletter. 
In the photo you will see the new sign for our 
workshop manufactured by a friend of Barry’s which 
is incredible.          

Last Wednesday we had a committee meeting to 
discuss the entire on-goings in the club, but mainly 
our pursuit of land and shed design. The current 
options on the table in regard to land is the 
speedway site near the Moruya airport; the site at 
Bimbimbie (part of the fire training ground); and a 
site in Mogo behind the fire shed. The speedway site 
was introduced to us by Marc N, the Mogo site by 
MATAMA and the Bimbimbie site by the Eurobodalla 
Council. The consensus of the committee was to 
pursue the Bimbimbie site as a priority. The 
reasoning was that the speedway was further away 
from Mogo and the nearest facilities are in Moruya.  

The Mogo site is currently bushland and is promoted 
as a community hub which could be a long wait to get 
approval. The other concern for the site was that 
there is a school nearby which could be affected by 
noise from machinery. Both sites require long cable 
runs for 3 phase power which is a considerable cost 
factor. The Bimbimbie site has one tree and 3 phase 
power nearby, one could say too close for comfort. 
The whole site is fenced in which is a positive but the 
land is on a slope which would require earthwork but 
so are the other two options. Another reason was 
that the land was suggested by the Council which  



would imply that we do not need to convince 
anybody and we have a direct contact at the 
Council. Obviously there were many other 
points discussed but I wanted to outline the 
main points for the decision. 

We have considerable progress on the shed 
design thanks to Eric’s commendable effort 
and knowledge on the subject. If we can 
accomplish his vision I have to consider 
moving in for a while, that’s how good it is! 
The drawings are at revision 6 and have been 
forwarded to the Council and we have asked 
‘Fair Dinkum Sheds’ who are supporters of 
the Men’s Shed organization for a price.  
Peter B and his merry men have transferred all the 
tools and machinery from Canberra to our store facility. 
The effort could be illustrated by the use of six car 
trailers and a three ton truck in two trips. As a 
consequence of the amount of goods we received we 
had to find new accommodation for our saw mill which 
lives now in an extra high container at David S place. 
Due to the generosity of members, other clubs and 
members of the public we are blessed with an 
abundance of hand tools and machinery. With the 
purchase of some larger machines like table saw, 
thicknesser, vacuum system and a large bandsaw this 
would allow us to open up tomorrow. We also have an 
abundance of hand planes, I currently have eight 
timber planes and three metal planes for refurbishment in my workshop as well as three new ones. Another 
ten hand planes I estimate reside in our store which could alleviate the purchase of a thicknesser (just 
kidding). 
Due to the easing of the Covid restrictions Malcolm organized the training and usage of the saw mill at Eric’s 
place who donated four pine trees for slabbing. Equipped with the training manual, also produced by 
Malcolm, he went through the operation of the mill with the group and went straight into production. Some 
teething problems were discovered during the first day and were ironed out in the morning of the second 
day. The mill performed flawlessly for the rest of the time. Over the weekend Peter B forwarded some nifty 
measuring jigs to accelerate the process of setting up. The overall verdict was very positive especially the 
ease of operation of the mill and the possibility of 10mm slabs. Next week Malcolm plans to cut the spotted 
gum logs from Durras at David’s S place. 
I have probably forgotten something to report as more things happened over the last two weeks than over 
the last two months. Keep well, stay safe Helmut         .         

 



 

 

 

Jenny has made these two creatures from off-cuts retrieved 
from the scrap bin down at Willgrove Saw mill in East Gipps-
land Victoria. 

The bird is made from Southern Mahogany with a resin infill. 

 

 

 

 

 

The wombat is made from Victorian Ash. Again another off-
cut. While the wombat appears to still have all the worm-
hole/bug ‘impressions’ in it, it is glassy smooth. Both pieces 
of timber were wet sanded up to 1200 grit using a linseed 
and varnish mix. 

 

 

Mike Barkley is specialising in boards and plant stands.  
Mike has made these five stands to the right for Club 
sales days, and are a mix of hardwood with various 
inserts.  

Above is a dipping board made from maple with 
hardwood surrounds, and three dipping bowls in situ. 

To the left is a tappas board from spotted 
gum.  To the right is a finger food board 
using jarrah with oak hardwood ends, and 
below is a finger food board made  from 
scrap pieces, with hardwood handles 



 

J

 

JT’s Woodturning Workshop 
The Basic Woodturning Workshops  for 
Beginners, cancelled because of the virus, have 
resumed on Mondays and Wednesday’s for 3 
hours at John Tanner’s workshop.  Bob Shelley, 
Helen Warland, Rick Stanford and Jenny Barnes 
are all keen and making good progress, some 
using tools restored from the fire … John Tanner 
 
Wow, what a great looking workshop  - 
everything in place neat and tidy  



 

MEN AT WORK … and ladies as well 

On a lovely sunny winter’s day, hardy members of EWG gathered at Eric Simes’ property to christen our 
new Hardwood sawmilling machine. Malcolm had previously invited members to participate, either 
workers or as observers, and in all 20 or so members were involved over the 2 days of slabbing.  The first 
logs to “go under the saw” were 60 year old  Radiata Pines which had been felled from the Simes’ property 
and in all ten logs were slabbed.  One of the great assets of the new mill is the variety of slabs and board 
sizes, ranging from 100 x 100, 6 x 2, 4 x 2 and 4 x 3.  The logs can be rotated 90 or 180 degrees, allowing 
flexibility of lengths and widths, thus gaining the maximum useable material from each log.   But of course 
the best asset is the safety of the mill, and ease of use.  The trailer can be positioned near the log, which is 
then winched onto the mill ready for sawing.  Everyone enjoyed themselves, and the slabs and boards are 
now drying out on David Smiths’s property which will be ready to use in our new workshop for benches, 
tables and many other things.  



Dates for Your Diary 

Next Monthly Meeting  — TBA by email by Eric

       

 Proposed Sales Days 2020 : 

September   River of Art display (tentative) 

3rd October (long weekend) -  Club activities TBA 

closer to time.  Alternatives are :Village Centre 

sales; Durras and Tilba exhibits/sales days. 

14th November (TBC)  -  Hospital Handmade               

   Markets, BB 

28th November  -  Village Centre sales 
 

NOTE: Members seeking further information     

contact   Secretary Eric Simes (02) 4471 5086 

Home workshops on offer : 

As Covid restrictions start to ease in NSW, we are once again able to offer the home workshop facilities of 
some very generous members.  If you would like to avail yourself of this offer, don’t forget to call the 
donor member to ensure it is convenient and ensure you sign in and out of the workshop for insurance 
purposes. 

Peter Brotherton, Catalina  -  2 to 3 members at a time. His number is 4472 5021 / 0409 737255 

Dave Smith, Batemans Bay  -  1 turner and 2 other general workshop uses. 4472 2508 / 0402 354948 

Helmut Delrieux, South Durras  -  2 to 3 members at a time. 4478 6816 

John Tanner, Batehaven  -   is running his turning classes for 2 people starting 3.2.20.  4472 8653 / 0419  

Lockdown Projects – Welding horseshoes 
 
What do you do when your club workshop has been burnt down and you have been put into lockdown by 
the VIRUS? You get your wife to clean up the rusty horseshoes in the shed, get the old stick welder out of 
retirement and make horseshoe plant stands!!!!   
I can still weld (well sort of)  John Tanner 



Just for fun, Nick Stone has sent you all a challenge  -  pair up the raw timbers with the finished articles, and 
identify the timber used.  If you like, you can send your suggestions to Nick, who will give a very generous 
prize to the most correct entrant. 



 
 

 
Nick Stone 
 

1. When, why and/or how did you join Woodies? 

2017. My partner Ann had been going for a while and encouraged me to try it. I 
didn't want to impose on her domain, but eventually gave it a go and haven't 
looked back. 

2. How long have you lived in the area?  

We moved up from Melbourne about 6 years ago. I started life on the coast in East 
Gippsland, never felt at home in a city and always wanted to get back to a much 
quieter, coastal area. I'd been visiting Tomakin since the 80's, surfing, fishing etc. 
and thought the area was as good as any. 

3. Where did you grow up?  

Started in Orbost/Cape Conran. Family moved to Melbourne when I started school. Spent best of first 25 
years at Cape Conran, living in a primitive fibro shack. I moved back there when I graduated as a teacher, 
living at Marlo. Travelled quite a bit, totalling about 3 years, mostly in developing countries: South East Asia, 
South Pacific, North (yes it is underdeveloped, emotionally) and Central America, South Africa. A few 
months' volunteer work in (Western) Samoa, quite transformative. 

4. What sort(s) of work (paid or unpaid) have you been involved in? 

Farm work, other labouring & bar work. Teaching English, Psychology and Music. Education Department 
project management and consultancy work. Manager in Drug and Health education. Research and teaching 
in universities (higher education, medical and health professional training, intercultural skills, lots of program 
and reform evaluation, Aboriginal health). Cross-cultural training consultancy, esp. Defence Force. 

5. Do you have time for any other hobbies or interests? 

When the body allows, surfing. Ocean fishing, being out on the briny blue. Two teenage boys. Assisting at 
local AFL club (Broulee Moruya Giants). Want to get back to guitar, maybe make one, one day when the 
patience and skills have advanced quite a bit... 

6. What sort of woodwork do you like doing most at Woodies (at the moment)? 

Surfcraft. Never get sick of sweeping compound curves, in and out of the water. Mostly making stuff you can 
use, with an eye to aesthetics when possible. 

7. What goals or ambitions would you like to fulfill next? 

Lifting competence and confidence with a range of tools, skills, e.g. routing, joinery, various wood carving/
shaping techniques (hand and power). 

8. How do you most like contributing to the Guild (Club)? 

Helping to support and continually improve communication and culture. Assisting with grant applications. 
Participating on the Committee. Providing objects that occasionally sell. 

9. Any greatest success moments you can share? 

Big, heavy, scarred, chambered, Paulownia surfboard. Honoured with Judge's Choice Award at 2019 
Casuarina Challenge. 

 



Is it a bird ..  Is it a plane  … . No, it’s just Nick Stone at his lathe again.  Apparently, whilst turning a piece of 
cedar for a bowl, the piece came adrift of the lathe at lightning speed, exploding across the room, narrowly 
missing Nick’s head.  Nick puts this down to impatience and laziness in not changing the lathe speed, and 
using an old too light round nose scraper which was struggling to deal with the job.  The cedar was wet, 
fibrous, fire effected and had expanded fissures which Nick had partly filled with apoxy. They say you only 
learn by experience, so hopefully this was a great learning curve for Nick.  Here are some pictures of the bowl 
in its various stages.   

10. Most valuable thing(s) you have learned at the Guild? 

Probably observing and adopting a more constructive attitude to solving problems, persisting and trying to 
be a little bit more patient. Not to be so hard on oneself when things go awry, which they do, often. The 
immense value of such a generous mature community. 

11. Any disaster stories or cautionary tales? 

How long do we have? Busting bandsaw blades (slow learning about supported cuts). Eternally sticky epoxy 
nightmares. Be prepared to say 'Sorry, no' when asked to help, but probably shouldn't try to lift impossibly 
heavy objects (or attempt other superhuman feats). 
12. Favourite tool or trick? 
Find your own best way to balance giving and taking from the Club. The Club can't prosper if this balance 
gets too uneven. Ask, politely and patiently, for help: people here are very generous, but are often doing a 
range of Club things at any given time. Always clean up after yourself, check dust system is working and not 
full. 
13. Anything else people might like to know? 
Did you know: Casuarina is named after the cassowary whose feathers are a little similar to its leaves? 
Casuarina has the highest longitudinal shrinkage of any Australian timber? (yes we did know that, by virtue 
of its renowned splittability)  

For those who can bear Facebook, I have started a group for people to ask questions, share ideas/resources, 
buy, swap, sell etc.: https://www.facebook.com/groups/527926574604240/?ref=group_header We also 
have a collection of online resources at https://drive.google.com/open?
id=1hV0nh46Y7VfF_brepspljVmLFxCzAmvg  

 



AND … 

Don’t forget the Tilba Exhibition 
and Show may still go ahead on 
the long weekend in October, so 
you have heaps of time to work on 
both exhibition and sales items.  

Eurobodalla Woodies 

Eurobodalla Woodcraft Guild Inc, PO Box 1186, Batemans Bay, NSW 2536 
www.eurobodallawoodies.org.au 

ABN 13 962 346 892 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2020-2021 
 

Annual membership fees are now due. This year we have lowered the annual fee to $25. 

Now Due $25 
 

PAYMENT METHOD 
 

Direct Deposit                               Cheque 
Account Name: Eurobodalla Woodcraft Guild         Payable to: Eurobodalla Woodcraft Guild 
BSB: 641 800 
Account no. 032114358 
 

Include your name and the word Membership if paying by Direct Deposit. 

Its’s that time again.  If you have not already paid your annual membership fee, could you please attend to at 
your earliest convenience. 

http://www.eurobodallawoodies.org.au

